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December 20, 2022 

 

RE: James Ready Police Action Shooting 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Prosecutor Terry Modesitt announces the completion of the review of the fatal shooting of James 

Ready and his determination that Terre Haute Police Officer Adam Noel has been cleared of any 

wrongdoing under Indiana Law. 

 

“On December 1, 2022, Officer Adam Noel’s rapid response and decision to make entry into the 

home put himself at risk to assist another.” said Prosecutor Terry Modesitt.  “This is what law 

enforcement is frequently called to do.  Unfortunately, Mr. Ready’s refusal to drop the knife and 

his approach of Officer Noel put both the officer and another person in immediate risk of death 

or serious bodily injury.  Under Indiana Law, the officer’s decision to use deadly force is 

appropriate and protected.” 

 

An investigation by the Indiana State Police determined that on December 1, 2022, a 911 call 

was made reporting that a female was being stabbed and the caller was locked in the bathroom.  

Terre Haute Police Officer Adam Noel quickly arrived and heard a female screaming for help 

inside the residence.  Officer Noel announced his presence as a police officer and then kicked the 

door in.  At that time, James Ready was observed on the far side of the house armed with a knife.  

The woman continued to scream as Ready walked through the kitchen and living room coming 

toward the officer.  During his approach, Officer Noel ordered Ready to drop the knife seven 

times.  While approaching, Ready told the officer “Shoot me.” and “Kill me.” After the fourth 

order to drop the knife, Ready responded “No.” as he continued to come toward the officer and a 

person from the house who was attempting to exit.  Ready continued forward with knife in hand 

and got within 3 steps of Officer Noel and the other person.  At that time, Officer Noel fired 

three shots, two of them striking and fatally wounding the attacker.  The officer then called for 

assistance and, after the knife was removed from the area of Ready, medical assistance was 

provided.  The female was later treated and found to have eight stab wounds. 

 

Indiana State Police Detectives interviewed multiple witnesses as part of their investigation.  A 

witness inside the home reported Ready making a threat “If I die then you dying with me.”  She 

further reported that Ready busted down a bedroom door, went in, and began stabbing the victim 

in multiple places and the victim started bleeding.  A witness outside the home reported hearing 

the woman screaming for her life and screaming “Help me. Help me.” prior to seeing the officer 

kicking in the door.  A third witness reported that Ready was high, very abusive, and paranoid. 

 

The applicable law is Indiana’s self-defense law (I.C. 35-41-3-2) which states  

 

“A person is justified in using reasonable force against any other person to protect the 

person or a third person from what the person reasonably believes to be the imminent use 

of unlawful force. However, a person: (1) is justified in using deadly force; and (2) does 

not have a duty to retreat; if the person reasonably believes that force is necessary to 



prevent serious bodily injury to the person or a third person or the commission of a 

forcible felony. No person, employer, or estate of a person in this state shall be placed in 

legal jeopardy of any kind whatsoever for protecting the person or a third person by 

reasonable means necessary. 

 

In announcing his findings, Prosecutor Modesitt said “While there is still some investigation into 

the overall situation to be completed, witness statements support and Ready’s history suggests 

that mental health played a significant role in this event.  Our officers continue to be the first 

responders to these crisis situations.  We commend the Terre Haute Police Department in their 

ongoing training for responding to these mental health emergencies with training in crisis 

intervention, de-escalation, and defensive tactics.  Unfortunately, not every event like this can be 

peaceably resolved.  Officer Noel’s actions on this day prevented further injury and may have 

saved lives.” 

 

The Vigo County Prosecutor’s Office would like to also recognize the work of the Indiana State 

Police team that handled this investigation and the efforts of Lead Detective Donald Curtis.  

Prosecutor Modesitt said “For situations like this, it is important to have an outside group that 

can come in to do a thorough, prompt and independent investigation.  Our Troopers from the 

Putnamville Post always respond when we request assistance and we are thankful for their 

work.”   

 


