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STATE OF INDIANA     IN THE SULLIVAN _________COURT 
                                             SS:    2021 TERM 
COUNTY OF SULLIVAN    CAUSE NUMBER:    
 
 
STATE OF INDIANA 
 
      VS.
Josie Huff 
DOB: xx/xx/1989 
 

AFFIDAVIT FOR PROBABLE CAUSE 

                                  
Comes now Affiant, Detective Brian A. Maudlin, being first duly sworn upon his oath, states he has been with the 

Indiana State Police for 27 years, and has served as a Detective with the Indiana State Police for the past 14 years serving 
multiple counties, most recently in Parke County, Indiana.  
 
         
1. Josie Huff (DOB: 10/03/1989) was the Guardian of the Estate for her son, Dakota Pitts.  The estate 

consisted of $248,653.81  including Federal Fallen Officer Line of Duty Death Benefits, Indiana Public 
Employee Retirement Fund, and Social Security.  The money belonged to Dakota Pitts, son of Terre 
Haute, Indiana Police Officer Robert Pitts.  Officer Pitts was killed in the line of duty on 05/04/2018.  The 
money was allegedly stolen by Dakota's mother, Josie Huff.  Josie Huff reportedly dropped her son off at 

 
 
2. On 03/16/2021 I met with Barbara Noel.  Barbara is the mother of Officer Rob Pitts and the grandmother 

of Dakota Pitts.  Barbara said Josie bought a Jeep with the Federal Fallen Officers Fund payment to 
ck after receiving the 

Federal Fallen Officers Fund Payment meant for Dakota.  Additionally, Josie acquired a PT Cruiser, 
which according to Barbara, Josie claimed was a gift from her mother.  Barbara said Josie left Dakota 
with her sister Samantha Lucas and then began travelling around the country with a new boyfriend.   

 
3. On 04/05/2021 I met with Greg Pitts at his home.  Greg Pitts is the brother of Rob Pitts and the uncle of 

Dakota Pitts.  Greg also stated the same day Josie received the Federal Fallen Officers Fund payment; she 
bought a Jeep.  Greg said Josie bought a PT Cruiser. 

 
4. In conducting this investigation, the Affiant reviewed bank records of Josie Huff.  Josie Huff had a 

Preferred Checking Account at Regions Bank in (location city), Indiana.  On October 19, 2018, the 
account balance appeared to be in the negative in the amount of $540.96. 

 
5. On 10/22/2018, Josie Huff deposited $111,212.31 into her Regions Preferred Checking account.  The 

deposit was an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).  This was the first Federal Law Enforcement Officer 
Line of Duty Death Benefit payment to the survivor, Dakota Pitts, in regard to the death of his father, 
Officer Robert Pitts of Terre Haute Police Department.  The check was made out to Josie Huff in care of 
D
$5,480.69 was made on the same day by the US Department of the Treasury, Bureau of Fiscal Service on 
behalf of the US Department of Education, Federal 
student loan debt.  

 
6.  According to the bank statement for said checking account dated November 13, 2018, the balance in the 

account was $34,452.10, which means $77,169.82 was spent or withdrawn in the first month of receiving 
the Federal Law Enforcement Officer Line of Duty Death Benefit.   
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7. According to the bank statement dated 12/12/2018, the balance in this account was down to $977.96.  In 

reviewing the bank statements for this account, I found that by 12/24/2018 the account had a negative 
balance, - $363.97.  In two months and two days, Josie Huff had spent or withdrawn all of the 
$111,212.31 Federal Law Enforcement Officer Line of Duty Death Benefit meant for Dakota Pitts.  
Purchases included unknown items from Amazon Market Place, Amazon.com, Amazon Digital, Wal-

and Microsoft X-Box.  There was also a returned check fee of $72.00 on 10/22/2018. 
   
8. Cash withdrawals totaled $26,718.50 (including ATM fees) in the four day period the following the 

deposit of the funds on 10/22/18.  According to the Regions Preferred Checking Statement for the period 
of 16 Oct 2018 to 13 Nov 2018, the withdrawals from the account totaled $53,173.47.  The statement 
included debit card use as withdrawals. 

 
9. On 02/11/2019, Dakota received a check from the US Treasury for $58,074.81.  This was the second 

Federal Law Enforcement Officer Line of Duty Death Benefit payment to Dakota Pitts. The check was 
electronically  Region Preferred Checking Account.  By the end of the day, the 
balance was $38,698.62.  The account had a negative balance of $3,728.85 on 02/08/2019, three days 
before the deposit of $58,074.81.  Thus, Josie spent $15,319.50 in a single day on 02/11/2019.  There is 
$327.84 unaccounted for, but, with withdrawals totaling $6,973.22 and fees in the amount of $861.00, it 
is difficult to determine where the $327.84 went on said date. 

 
10. There were multiple purchases each day on Amazon Marketplace between 02/12/2019 and 03/04/2019.  

Many purchases were for flowers.  Seven purchases were made for PlayStation Net. 
 
11. By 03/04/2019, just three weeks of the deposit on 02/11/2019, the balance of the account was again in the 

negative by $1,467.86.  
 
12. On 08/26/2019, Dakota Pitts received a check for $50,000.00 from the Indiana Public Retirement System 

due to his father having been killed in the line of duty.  Josie Huff, in her role as guardian/mother, 
deposited the check into her Crane Credit Union account.  Similar charges as those listed above appeared 
on the Crane Credit Union statement.   

 
13. In an eleven (11) day period from the date of deposit on 08/26/2019 to 09/07/2019, there was $36,200.00 

withdrawn from the $50,000.00 deposit.  By 09/20/2019 the account had a balance of $3.12, and on 
09/24/2019, less than one month after the deposit, the $50,000.00 was gone and the account was 
overdrawn. 

 
14. On 06/08/2021, I spoke with Tomella Loveless.  Tomella Loveless is the mother of Josie Huff.  I asked 

her about some checks Josie had written to her.  Tomella said Josie had bought a hot tub from her, she 
sold Josie a 2003 PT Cruiser for $2,000 or $3,000 AND Josie had borrowed money in the past and had 
paid her back.  Tomella said she was not aware that any of the money had come from the line of duty 
death benefits meant for Dakota Pitts after the death of his father.   

 
15. Later on 06/08/2021 -husband.  I asked Ryan if he still had the 

Jeep Josie had purchased he said he did, and he added that he had paid $8,000 to get the Jeep back after 
Josie had lost it having failed to make payments on a title loan.  Ryan sounded genuinely surprised when I 
told him that Josie had purchased the Jeep with line of duty death benefits meant for Dakota.  He said 
Josie told him she had used a tax refund to buy the Jeep.  Ryan told me Josie may have bought a washer 
and dryer for the house they lived in, but she did not pay to have the house remodeled.  Ryan said the 
house was built in 1915 and has not been updated.  He told me he paid for a privacy fence around the 
backyard after they were divorced.  Ryan stated that since then he has realized almost everything she said 
was a lie.  He also said Josie has not seen their children in six months.   
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16. Also, on 06/08/2021 

as well all for drug money.  Denise Case told me Josie also stole from her other ex-husband, a man named 
Reynolds, first name unknown. 

 
17. On 06/09/2021, I spoke with Megan Loveless.  Megan Loveless is a sister of Josie.  Megan said the check 

en in the memo line was correct.  Megan said she did 

 
 
18. On 06/11/2021, I interviewed Samantha Lucas at her home.  Samantha is the sister of Josie Huff.  

drug problem got worse.  Samantha told me Josie always had a spending problem.  She said Josie would 
borrow money from people then write checks to pay people back which would bounce.  Samantha told me 
she was given custody of Dakota in February 2020.  Samantha said she had to cancel Dakota s Social 
Security payments and get th
payment sent to Samantha.   

 
19. I asked Samantha about some of the people to whom Josie wrote checks.  Samantha said Kirstie Wright 

did not babysit for Josie as the notation in the memo line of some checks indicate.  Samantha Lucas also 
provided me with payment stubs from the Social Security Administration (SSA) and the Indiana Public 
Retirement System which is the source of the totals for the amounts listed above.  The total includes 
payments for 2018 and 2019 only, I do not have records for 2020 or 2021. 

 
20. After completing the interviews and reviewing financial records in this matter, Exhibit A is a summary of 

all benefits received on behalf of Dakota Pitts. 
 
 Based on the foregoing facts, your Affiant believes there is probable cause for the arrest of Josie Huff for the 
following charges:  
 
              THEFT, a Level 5 Felony 
 
 I swear (affirm), under penalty of perjury as specified by IC 35-44-2-1, that the foregoing representations are true. 
 
 
 
DATED: July 23, 2021     /s/ Brian A. Maudlin,      

                                                                                      Brian A. Maudlin, ISP Detective  
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